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A    LETTER 
TO     THE    RIGHT    REV.    LEWIS, 

BY    DIVINE    PERMISSION, 

LORD   BISHOP    OF   NORWICH, 

REQUESTING  HIS  LORDSHIP  TQ  NAME 

THE     PRELATE, 

TO    WHOM    HE    REFERRED, 
A  S 

"  CONTENDING  STRENUOUSLT 
FOR  THE  GENERAL  EXCELLENCE 

OF  OUR  PRESENT  AUTHORISED 
TRANSLATION   OF   THE    BIBLE.'* 


THE  INTERESTS  OF  VIRTUE  AND  TRUE  RELIGION  SUFFERED 
YET  MORE  GRIEVOUSLY  BY  TWO  MONSTROUS  ERRORS, 
WHICH  WERE  ALMOST  UNIVERSALLY  ADOPTED  IN  THIS 
CENTURY.— THE    FIRST    OF    THESE    MAXIMS    WAS,     THAT    it 

nvas  an  a^  of  'virtue  to  decei've  and  lye,  m  hen  by  that  means 
the  inter  efts  of  the  church  might  be  promoted,  mosheim.  eccl. 
HIST.    CENT.   IV.   PART    2-    CH.    3. 

IF  ANY  high  church  priefl  thinks  fit  TO  assert  any  thing, 

THAT  IN  THE  LEAST  SERVES  THE  PURPOSE  OF  HIS  CRAFT, 
HE  IS  SURE  OF  CREDIT  THEREIN,  ON  THE  SCORE  OF  HIS 
CHARACTER  AND  HIS  piety,  AND  PERHAPS  FOR  HIS  ASSU- 
KANCE  IN  ASSERTING  IT}  EVEN  THOUGH  THE  FALSHOOD 
THEREOF  MAY  BE  ALMOST  DEMONSTRATED.  HISTORICAL 
AND  CRITICAL  EISAY  ON  THE  39  ARTICLES.  p.  HI. 
FRANCKLIN    I724. 


LONDON 


?RINTED  FOR  J.  JOHNSON,  ST.  PAUL'S  CHURCH- 
YARD. MDCCLXXXIX. 


A       LETTER 

TO     THE 

RIGHT    REV.    LEW  IS, 

LORD    BISHOP    OF    NORWICH,   67>. 


My  Lord, 

UPON  your  primary  vifitatlon  of  the  diocefe 
of  Norwich,  you  delivered  the  following  fenti- 
ments,  which  may  be  quoted  with  the  greater  ac- 
curacy, as  you  afcerwards  obliged  your  clergy 
with  printed  copies  of  your  charge. 

'  And  after  all  the  improvements  in  critical 
'  knowledge,  and  the  varieties  difcovered  in  the 
'  manufcripts   of  the  original  text  of  fcripture, 

*  and  in  the  ancient  verfions,  I  am  glad  to  fee 
'  incomparably  the  ablefl  critic  of  the  age  con- 

*  tending  ilrenuoufly  for  the  general  excellence  of 
'  our  prefent  authorifed  tranflation  ;  and  recom- 
'  mending  at  the  utniod,  cautious  correftions  of 
'  particular  pafTagcs,     The   prudence  and  juijg- 

*  ment  of  this  venerable  prelate  furnifh  an  ad- 
'  mirable  leflbn  to  the  forwardnefs  of  young  pro- 

*  ficients  in  divinity.'     p.  33. 

The  venerable  prelate  your  lordlhip  mentions, 
appeared,  without  doubt,  to  many,  to  be  the  truly 
excellent  and  much  lamented  billiop  Lowth  ;  nor 
is  it  eafy  to  recollc(5l  another  eminent  perfon,  who, 
in  preference  to  him,  could  merit  the  title  of  in- 

A  ccmparably 
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ecmparably  the  ahlejl  critic  of  the  age.  And  indeed 
in  the  Preliminary  DiJJertation,  prefixed  to  his  New 
T'rr.nJIation  of  Ifaiah,  a  paflage  occurs,  which, 
from  a  certain  fimilarity  of  turn  and  didion,  might 
be  imagined,  by  an  incautious  reader,  the  found- 
ation of  v/hat  your  lordfhip  afferted.  But  whe- 
ther it  could  be  in  reality  the  authority  you  ap- 
■  pealed  to,  I  rcqueft  the  public  to  determine.  l£ 
itands  p.  Ixxii. 

'I  have  ventured  to  call  this  a  new  tranflation, 
'  though  much  of  our  vulgar  tranflation  is  retain- 

*  ed  in  ir.  As  the  Jlyle  of  that  tranflation  is  not 
'  only  excellent  in  itfelf,   but  has  taken  pofleflion 

<  of  our  ear,    and  of  our  tafl:e,    to  have  endea- 

<  voured  to  vary  from  it,  Vv^ith  no  other  deflgn 

*  than  that  of  giving  fomething  new  infbead  of  it, 
«  would  have  been  to  difguil  the  reader,  and  to 
«  reprefent  the  fenfe  of  the  prophet  in  a  more  un- 
«  favourable  manner:  befldes,  that  it  is  impof- 
«  fiblc  for  a  verbal  tranflator  to  follow  an  ap- 
«  proved  verbal  tranflation  which  has  gone  before 

*  him,  without  frequently  treading  in  the  very 
'  footfttps  of  it.     The  mofl  obvious,  the  proper- 

*  eft,  and  perhaps  the  cniy  terms  which  the  lan- 

*  auao-e  affords,  are  already  occupied  ;  and  with- 
'  out  going  out  of  his  way  to  find  worfe,   he  can- 

*  not    avoid   them.     Every   tranflator  has    taken 

*  this  liberty  with  his  predeceflbrs  :    it  is  no  more 

*  than  the  laws  of  tranflation  admit ;    nor  indeed 

<  than  the  necefTity  of  the  cafe  requires.  And  as 
^  to  the  turn  and  modification  of  the  fentences, 
'  the  tranflator,  in  this  particular  province  of 
'  tranflation,  is,  1  think,  as  much  confined 
'  to  the  author's  manner,  as  to  his  words  :  fo 
'  that  too  great  liberties  taken,  in  varying  either 
'  the  exprefTion  or  the  compofltion,  in  order  to 
'  give  a  new  air  to  the  whole,  will  be  apt  to  have 
«  a  very  bad  eifed.     tor  ihefe  reafons,  whenever 

it 
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'  it  lliall  be  thought  proper  to  fct  forth  the  holy 

'  fcriptures  for  the  public  life  of  our  church  to 

^  better   advantage   than   as   they    appear   in   the 

'  prefent   EngHfh    tranflation,     the   expediency   of 

'  which  grows  e-very  day  more  and  VMre  evident^  a 

'  revifion,  or  correSlion^  of  that  tranflation   may 

'  perhaps  be  more  advifeable,    than  to  attempt  art 

'  entirely  new  one.     For  as  to  ftyk  and  Im^uav^ey 

*  it  admits  of  but  little  improvement  ^  but  in  re- 
'  fpe^  of  the  fenfe  and  accuracy  of  interpretation^  the 
'  improvements  of  vv'hich  it   is  capable  are  great 

*  and  number lefs.' 

I  need  not  point  out  to  any  one  that  this  para- 
graph cannot  polTibly  be  the  pafiage  alluded  to  in 
your  lordfhip's  charge.  Bifliop  Lowth's  com- 
mendation of  our  vulgar  tranflation  goes  no  far- 
ther than  the  ftyle  and  language  •,  in  which  lie  did 
not  advife  an  alteration,  for  reafons  he  has  amply 
produced.  With  refpeCt  to  the  fenfe  and  accuracy 
of  interpretation  he  held  a  very  different  fenti- 
nient.  He  Vv^as  far  from  recommending,  at  the 
utmoft,  cautious  correftions  of  particular  paiTao-es. 
(Though  I  can  hardly  conceive  that  any  revifal  we 
can  pofiibly  requeft  might  not  be  called  a  correc- 
tion of  particular  pafTages,  however  numerous  ; 
or  that  the  tafk  would  be  executed  without  the 
higheft  degree  of  caution.)  '  The  expediency, 
fays  he,  of  fetting  forth  the  fcriptures  for  the 
public  ufe  of  our  church  to  better  advantao-c  than 
as  they  appear  in  "the  prefent  Englifli  tranflation, 
p;rows  every  day  more  and  mor^  evident.'  The 
improvements  of  which  that  tranflation  is  cana- 
ble  J  and  conlequently  the  corredioas  he  would 
have  prefcribed,  '  are  great  and  numberlefs.' 

That  fuch  was  the  opinion  of  this  eminent  per- 
fon,  may  be  colle<5ted  from  his  pravflice  •,  from 
comparing  the  verfion  of  Ifaiah  offered   by  him 
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to  the  public,  with  that  appointed  to  be  read  m 
churches.  It  appears  alfo  from  another  paffage 
of  his  Preliminary  Differtation,  p.  Ixix  ;  where, 
fpeaking  of  archbiflrop  Seeker's  Annotations,  he 
jays,  *  thefe  valuable  remains  of  that  great  and 
'  good  man,  will  be  of  infinite  fervice,  whenever 
'■  ihat  necejfary  work^  a  new  tranfiation,  or  a  re- 
'  vifion  of  the  prefent  tranfiation  of  the  holy 
'  fcriptures,  for  the  ufe  of  our  church,  fhall  be 

*  undertaken.'  In  perfedt  conformity  with  what 
we  have  feen,  he  tells  us  again,  '  and  here  I  can- 
'  not  but  mention,  that  nothing  could  more  effeftu- 

*  ally  conduce  to  this  end,  than  the  exhibiting  of 
'  the  holy  fcriptures  themfelves  to  the  people  in  a 
^  more  advantageous  and  jud  light,  by  an  ac- 
'  curate  revisal  of  our  vulgar  tranfiation  by 
'  public  authority.  This  hath  often  been  repre- 
'  lented  ;  and,  i  hope,  will  not  always  be 
'  RL PRESENTED  IN  VAIN.'  Vifitation  SermoH  zi 
Durham,  1758;  apud  Kennicott's  Remarks,  Int. 
p.  12. 

Be  entreated,  my  lord,  to  confider  the  limits, 
within  which,  the  enquiries  of  your  clergy  are 
necefiarily  confined  •,  efpecially  where  they  cannot 
be  carried  on  without  recourfe  to  modern  and  ex~ 
penfive  publications.  Perhaps  fome  foreign  critic, 
Vv'hofe  work  is  inaccefilble  to  the  majority  of  them, 
may  have  become  the  admirer  and  advocate  of 
our  efi:abliflied  verfion  -,  ?s  you  defcribe  your  ve- 
nerable prelate,  in  whofe  concurrence  you  rejoice, 
to  be  our  contemporary  only,  without  aflTerting 
that  he  h  our  countryman.  If  indeed  he  be  an 
ornament  to  the  Englifii  bench,  it  is  hardly  pof- 
fible  to  conceive,  that  any  individual  of  that  or- 
der, except  bifhop  Hurd,  fhould,  I  will  not  fay 
have  enterinined^  but  have  tittered  fuch  a  fenti- 
ment.    He  is,  they  fay,  an  able  critic:  and  if  he  be 

the 
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xhe  writer  in  queftion,  you  would  oblige  us  by  refrr.- 
ing  to  the  volume  and  page  of  the  work  in  which 
-this  criticilm  is  delivered.  That  the  late  bifliop 
of  London  was  the  author  you  intended  to  cite, 
can  never  for  a  moment  be  iufpefted.  What  he 
has  declared  to  be  his  opinion,  is  fo  open  and  un- 
.ambiguous,  as  not  to  be  miftaken  by  you.  And 
could  your  lordfliip,  where  the  goodnefs  of  your 
iharuoler  is  lefs  confided  in^  be  thought  capable  of 
endeavouring  to  miQead,  his  publication  is  on 
many  accounts  fo  exquifite,  that  you  would  have 
afironted  every  curate  in  your  diocefe,  by  fup- 
pofmg  the  -pious fraud  might  pafs  without  dete£tion. 
The  friendly  and  honourable  mention  *  he  has 
made  of  you,  muft  have  fecured  him  from  yo-ur 
intentional  mifreprefentation  in  fo  delicate  a  point  • 
left  by  a  jealoufy  inherent  in  literary  charafters, 
he  had  perfuaded  himfelf  of  your  ingratitude,  in 
imputing  to  him  a  lentiment  he  might  regard  as  in- 
jurious to  his  fame.  But  I  beg  pardon  for  this  fug- 
geftion.  It  puts  you  on  a  level  with  Vigilias,  the 
notorious  bidiop  of  Tapfus  ;  who  hoped  to  pro- 
tect his  fooleries  and  his  falfchoods  from  the  con- 
4jempt  they  deferved,  by  fathering  them  upon  his 
fuperiors  ;  infeftcd  the  church  with  a  certain  pef- 
tilent  farrago  of  blafphemous  and  uncharitable, 
impudent  and  abfurd  poficions,  under  the  name 
of  x^thanafius  :  and  is  with  good  reafon  imagined 
to  have  fupported  his  fiction,  by  a  no  lefs  fnameful 
interpolation  of  the  three  that  bear  record  in  hea- 
ven. 

*  '  The  learned  Dr.  Bagot,  dean  of  Chris's  Church, 
■'•Oxford,  in  fome  obfervatious  on  this  plnce,  which  he  has 
■*  been  fo  kind  as  to  communicate  to  me,  and  which  will 
'  appear  in  their  proper  light,  when  he  hiraielf  fhail  gi/e 
■*  them  to  the  public'  Note  on  Ifaiah,  chnp.  x.  ver.  22,  23. 
p.  81. 
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ven  *.  Be  induced  then,  my  lord,  to  comply 
with  this  requefl:,  and  publicly  avow  by  what 
authority,  in  concert  with  your  own,  you  would 
damp  the  hops  that  for  a  long  time  has  been  ex- 
cited, of  an  improved  verfion  of  the  Bible,  into 
the  Engiifh  language.  Should  you  wiihhold  this 
information,  it  is  probable  that  many  perfons  will 
countenance  a  grievous  error,  and  profecute  to 
perfe6tion  an  undertaking  difapproved  by  the  more 
confummate  wifdom  of  yourfelf,  and  the  anony- 
mous prelate  you  are  glad  to  coincide  v^ith.  They 
may  be  miOed  by  m.en,  who  from  the  peculiar  line 
pf  their  (ludies,  and  their  feeming  proficiency  in 
what  they  have  applied  to,  have  been  miagined,  per- 
haps without  reafon,  not  incompetent  judges  of  the 
point  in  queftion  ;  and  will  meet  with  the  greater 
attention,  as  they  gave  their  fuflTage  in  company 
with  bifhop  Lowth.  Your  lordfnip  may  poffi- 
bly  have  heard  of  the  perfons  I  fhall  mention : 
though  their  celebrity,  it  mud  be  confefied,  is  fo 
far  inferior  to  your  own,  that  it  was  perfectly 
needlefs  for  you  to  take  notice  of  any  one  of  them^ 
as  differing  from  you  in  opinion. 

Tlie  firft  that  will  be  produced  is  Dr.  Kennicott, 
v.'ho  publiflied,  if  you   rememberj  an  edition  or" 

the 

*  I  John  V.  7.  See  Griefbach's  N,  T.  in  loc— The  Creed 
called  ihe  Achanafian,  contradicls  the  opinion  cf  Athanafius, 
B.  Mordecai':;  letters,  vol.  i.  p.  218.  8vo.  Taylor  on  creeds, 
p.  8.  '  The  damning  fentences  in  St.  Athanafius's  creed 
(as  we  are  made  to  fubfcribe  to  it)  are  falfe  ;  and  alfo  in  a 
high  degree  prefumptuous  and  fchiimatical.'  Chiilingworth's 
jcttcr  to  Sheldon.  *  It  feims  to  me  very  hard  to  put  un- 
charitablene.'s  into  the  creed,  and  fo  to  make  it  become  as 
anarticle  of  taith  ;  though  perhaps,  this  very  thmg  was  no 
^aith  of  Athanafius.'  Bifhop  Taylor.  In  this  light  was  it 
Hated  by  Burnet  to  archbilhop  Tillotfon,  in  1694;  who  ia 
anfwer  fays,  '  The  account  given  of  Ai-hanafius's  creed  feems. 
io  me  no  way  fatisfaftory  :  I  wifli  we  were  well  rid  of  it.* 
See  Hints  to  the  A''t'ay  Affociation,  1788.     Ed.  ii.  p.  3^, 
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the  Old  Teflament,  with  fome  various  readings. 
In  his  general  DilTcrtation,  which  accompanies  this 
work,  he  writes,  ^/od  dcniqiie  ad  fios  metipfos  at- 
tinet^  erant  Ajiglis  S.Scriptura  v erf.  ones ^  hodiernd  an- 
tiquiores.  Ecquis  v^ro  Ecdejice  Reformatce  fcmtor 
negabit^  eos^  qui  verjionihus  AngUcanis  iifi  ftint  anti- 
quioribus,  veram  habtujj'e  Chrtjlian(€  Religionis  cog" 
nitionem  ?  Eos,  inquam^  qui  Religionem  Vitd  exor- 
nanmt  \  ^  qui  mortem  ipfam^  religionis  can  fa,  non 
gravatim  fuhieriint !  Novatn  tamen  ver/ionem,  cir^ 
ca  annum  \  600,  flagitabant  nofirates  •,  qu^e  &  msx, 
bonis  omnibus  favcntibus,  confecla  fuit.  Jam  vero^ 
^etate  hac  noftra,  nonne  merito  expetiari  potefi  accu^ 
ratior  interpretatio  ?  Habemns  ccrte  Ungues  Hebra- 
ic^ Gr^ deque  accuratio^'em  quam  olim  cognitionem. 
In  re  <:riiica,  f-erventi  Jiudia,  et  felici  admodum  fuc- 
■cejju,  per  annos  fere  2  00,  operam  impenderunt  Viri 
eruditi.  In  promptu  nunc  funt  ditijjima  ex  codd.  ma- 
nufcriptis  JubJiAia  \  per  qu,£  de  vera  leHione  tutius 
judicari  poffit.  ^idni  itaque  £s?  nunc  eiiam  boni 
mnnes  faverent,  fi  hodiernam  nojlram  verfionem  in 
melius  reaidJ  vidrrint  ?  Sunt  certe^  i^  ii  rnagni  no- 
minis  viri,  que  verfionem  impenfe  flagitant  perfeEii- 
or  em  ;  quorum  tamen  nemo  non  fatebitur — in  ea,  quam 
nunc  habemns  verfione,  fatis  ■omninc  integritatis  ejfe^ 
ut  de  credendi  ^  agendi  norma  liquido  conjlent  om- 
nia, Diff.  Gen.  p,  4.  §  8.  Imp.  1780.  '  With 
'  refped:  to  ourfelves,  t!te  Englifh   poflefTed  vcr- 

*  fions  of  the  holy  fcripture,  more  ancient  than  the 
'  preient.  Yet  wJiat  friend  to  the  reformed  church 
*■  will  deny,    that  tliey  who  ufcd  the  older  englifh 

*  tranQations,  had  a  true  knowledge  of  the  chrilfian 

*  religion  ?  They,  I  mean,  who  adorned  religion  by 
'■  their  lives,  and  without  reludance,  fubmitted  to 

*  death  in  her  caufe.     Our  countrymen  notwith- 

*  Handing,  about  the  year  1600,  demanded  a  new 

*  tranflacion;  which   was  fpeedily    accompliflied., 

wi.h 
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'^  with  the  concurrence  of  all  good  men.  And 
•^  now,  in  this  our  age,  may  not  a  ftill  more  ac- 
'  curate  tranfiation  with  reafon  be  expected  ?  The 
'  Hebrew  and  Greek  languages  are  affuredly  un- 
'  derftood  by  us  with  greater  cxaftnefs  than  for- 
'  merly.  Learned  men  have,  for  almoil  200 
'  years,  with  zealous  induilry,  and  very  flattering 
'  fuccefs,  laboured  in  the  critical  department. 
'  The  mod  plentiful  fuccours  from  manufcript 
'  copies  are  now  come  to  hand,  by  which  we  may, 
'  with  greater  fafety  form  a  judgment  of  the  true 
'  reading.  Why  then  ihould  not  all  good  men  at 
'  this  time  alfo  countenance  the  work,  were  they 
'  to  fee  the  verfion  we  at  prefent  ufe,  reformed  and 
'  improved?   There  are  certainly  perfons,  and  they 

*  of  great  celebriLy,  who  very  earneftly  demand  a 

*  m.ore  perfe6l  tranflation  :  yet  every  one  of  them 

*  will  acknowledge  that  v^e  now  have,  to  be  of 
'  fuilicient  integrity  for  the  manifeft  difcovery  of 
'  whatever  relates  to  the  rule  of  faith  and  prac- 
^  tice.' 

In  his  \>o^ih\\\ViO\\s  Renif/rks  on  Sek5f  Pajfagss  in 
the  old  'Tsjiament^  the  fame  author  writes,  (intro- 
du6lion  p.  6.)  '  During  the  long  extent  of  years, 

*  (almofl   two    whole   centuries,)    fmce   this    laft 

*  tranQation  was  made,  many  imperfe^ions  and 
'  errors  in  it  have  been  difcovered  by  learned  maen. 
'  And  feveral  pafTages  have  been  lately  pointed 
'  out,  in  which  the  older  Encylifh  tranOations  had 
'  better  exprelTed  the  fenfe  of  the  originals,  both 
'  in  the  Old  and  in  the  New  Teftament.  But 
'  nctwithftanding  thefe  blemifhes,  and  even  mif- 

'  takes,  and  though  it  is  certain,  that  great  im-  , 
'  provements  might  be  now   made  in  tranflatirig 
'  the  vsfhole  Bible,  becaufe  the  Hebrew  and  Greek 
'  lancruages  have  been  much  cultivated,   and   far 
«  better  underftood  fince  the  year  1600:  yet  we 

ihall 
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*  fhall  then  only  fee  the  great  expediency  or  ra- 
-   thcr  the  necejfity^  of  a  more  exa6l  EngHfli  Bible; 

*  when  we  reflect  that  the  Hebrew  Text  itfclf  is  now 

*  found  to  be  wrong  in  many  inftances,  fome  of 
^  which  are  of  confiderable  confequence.'  After 
pointing  out  the  neceiTuy  of  a  revifal,  and  the  ad- 
vantages we  poflefs  for  executing  it,  the  author 
declares,  'all  which  circumftances — call  for  the 
'  moft  ferious  attention  of  our  fuperiors  to  a  r^- 
'  vifal  of  our  prefent  tranjlation. 

In  the  year  1772,  twelve  years  before  the  de- 
livery of  your  charge,  a  work  was  printed  at  the 
Clarendon  prefs,  entitled,  Critical  Remarks  on  the 
looks  of  Job,  Proverbs^  Pfalnis^  Ecclefiafes^  and 
Canticles  •,  by  D.  Durell,  D.D.  Principal  of  Hert- 
ford College,  and  Prebendary  of  Canterbury. 
This  writer  may  have  been  known  to  you,  as  he 
had  the  honour  of  being  mod  refpeftfully  noticed 
by  bifhop  Lowth,  in  his  Ifaiah,  and  of  prefiding 
over  a  fociety  in  the  fame  Univerfity  with  your 
lordfhip.  In  the  preface  to  his  performance, 
p.  vi.  vii,  he  thus  expreiles  himfelf.  '  The  chief 
'  excellency  of  this  verfion,'  the  verfion  now  in 
ufe,  begun  under  the  aufpices  of  j  ames  I.  '  con- 
'  fifts  in  being  a  clofer  tranflation  than  any  that 
'  had  preceded  ;  in  ufmg   the  propereft  language 

*  for  popular  ufe,  without  affectation  of  fublimity, 
'  nor  yet  liable  to  the  charge  of  vulgarity  ofex- 
'  preffion.  It  has  likewifeobferved  a  due  medium 
^  between  the  Genevele  and  Romifli  verfions ; 
'  equally  avoiding  on  the  one  hand,  the  fcrupu- 
'  lofity  of  the  puritans — and  on  the  other  hand, 

*  the    obfcurity    of  the   papifts. But   notwich- 

'  (landing  thefe  conctfiions  in  its  favour,  it  cer- 
'  tainly    does  not  exhibit,    in    many   places,    the 

*  fenfe  of  the  text,  fo  exactly  as  the  verfion  of 
;  ^599 'y  (the  quarto  edition  of  the  Geneva  tranf- 

latioa 
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lation,  printed  by  Barker;)  and  miflakes  it  bc- 
'  fides,  in  an  infinite  number  of  inftances.  Fre- 
'  quently  it  exprefles  not  the  proper  fubjedt  of  the 

*  fentence  :  and  adheres  at  other  times  fo  clofely 
^  to  the  letter  as  to  tranQjite  idioms.  It  arbi- 
'  trarily  gives  new  fenles  to  words  ;  omits  or  fup- 
'  plies  them  without  neceffity  :  thefe  lafl  are  indeed 
'  diftinguifhed   by  another  charadler ;    but  very 

*  unfavourable  inferences,  either  to  the  genuine- 

*  nefs  of  the  text,  or  to  the  nature  of  the  hebrew, 
'  mufl  thence  be  drawn,  by  a  reader  unacquainted 

*  with  that  language.     It  is  deficient  in  refped  to 

*  the  fhcrt  explanatory  notes  in  the  margin,  which 
'  abound    in    the    laft    mentioned    verfion.     The 

*  words  are  at  times  fo  tranfpofed  as  to  create  an 

*  hyperhalon-,  or  are  not  fuiiiciently  varied.     And 

*  to  fum  up  all,  it  has  this  fault  in  common  with 

*  the  other,  that  it  mayjuftly  be  queftioned,  whe- 

*  ther  any  pollible  fenfe  can,  by  fair  interpretation, 

*  be  deduced  from  the  words  in  not  a  few  places.* 

*  This  verfion   was    publiflied   in  the  year  i6ii, 

*  and  received  confiderable  improvements      -     - 

*  But  notwithflanding  it  muft  flill  be  confelTed 
.'  that  thefe  and  fimilar  improvements  can  be 
'  deemed  at  beft  but  fuperficial  •,  forafmuch  as 
<  they  do  not  penetrate  to  the  fubftance,  or  ftrike 
'  at  the  root  of  the  evil.     No  individual,  however, 

*  nor  any  fociety,  can  prefum.e  to  go  farther,  till 
.'  the  great  council  of  thefe  realms  fhall  think  it 

*  expedient  to  delegate  the  important  charge  of  a 
5  new  tranQation  to  men  of  approved  learning  and 
'  judgmient.      In  the   mean   time,    hoping    this 

*  very  defirable  period  may  not  be  fg,r  diftant,  I 

have 

*  Of  all  thefe  defeifls,  the  author  produces  a  multiplicity 
pf  examples  from  the  30  firft  chapters  that  occur  in  Job. 


(     -3     ) 

'  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  public- 
'  fome  part  of  the  materials  &c. 

After  mentioning  the  fuperior  advantages  we  of 
this  day  enjoy,  our  author  proceeds,  '  Thele  helps 

*  would  indubitably  not  be  contemned  by  the  ap- 

*  proved  tranflator  •,  who,  befides  his  more  gene- 
'  ral  acquaintance  v/ith  univerfal  fcience,  would 
'  be  free  from  the  fliackles,  which  not  long  iince 
'  confined  the  opinions  of  all  the  learned,  (not  ex- 
•'  cepting  the  great  Pococke  himfelf,)  in  refpeft  to 
'  the  integrity  of  the  Hebrew  text.'     p.  viii. 

The  longer  your  lordlliip  delays  this  explana- 
tion, the  more  irremediable  the  evil  you  willi  to 
countcraft  will  be  found.  Since  you  declared 
your  opinion,  we  have  perufed  not  only  the  Re- 
rnarks  of  Dr.  Kennicott  cited  above,  but  a  New 
'Tranjlation  of  Jeremiah  and  Lamentations^  and  an 
Attempt  towards  an  Improved  Verfion  of  the  Twelve 
Minor  Prophets,  The  publication  of  thele  works 
jmplies  the  exiftence,  if  not  the  prevalence,  of  a 
fentiment  decidedly  adverfe  to  you.  Nor  have 
the  authors  been  backward  in  profeiling  the  refult 
of  their  mature  deliberation. 

In  the  preface  to  his  Jeremiah,  Mr.  Blayney  fays, 
'  but  let  me  indulge  a  hope,  that  the  time  h  not 
'  very  far  diftant,  when  the  taflc  of  bringing  forward 
'  thele  materials  to  their  proper  ufe  will  not  be  left, 
'  as  hitherto  it  hath  been,  altogether  in  the  hands 
'  of  a  few  well  intentioned  individuals,  but  will 
'  be  undertaken  on  a  more  extenfive  plan  by  a  fe- 
'  left  affembly  of  the  mofl  learned  and  juoicious 
^  divines,  commilfioned  by  public  authority,  to 
'  examine  into  the  flate  of  the  Hebrew  text,  to 

*  reftore  it  as  near  as  pofiible  to  its  primitive  puri- 

*  ty,  and  to  prepare  from  it  a  new  tranfiation  of 
'  the  fcriptures  in  our  ov/n  language  for  the  puh- 
{  lie  fervice.      This  has  long  been  moil  devouily 

wiilie(^ 
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'  willied  by  many  of  the  befi:  friends  to  religroni 

*  and   our  eftablillied  church,  who,   though  not 

*  infenfible  of  the  merit  of  our  prefent  verfion  in 
'  common  ufe,  andjuftly  believing  it  to  be  equal  to 

*  the  very  bed  that  is  now  exrant  in  any  language, 

*  ancient  or  modern,  forrowfuily  confefs,  that  it 
^  is  ftill  far  from  being  fo  perfeil  as  it  might  and 
'  fhould  be-,  that  it  otten  reprefents  the  errors  of 

*  a  faulty  original  with  two  exaft  a  refemblance  •, 
'  whilil  on  the  other  hand  it  has  miftaken  the  true 
'  fenle  of  the  Hebrew  in  not  a  few  places  ;  and 
'  fometimes  fubftituted  an  interpretation  fo  obfcure 
'  and  perplexed,  that  it  becomes  almofl:  impoffible 
'  to  make   out  with   it   any   icn^Q  at  all.     And  if 

*  this  be  the  cafe,  ihall  we  not  be  folicitous  to  ob- 
^  tain  a  remedy  for  fuch  glaring  imperfeftions  ? 
'  &c.  p.  ix. 

Di".  Newcome,  bil"hop  of  Waterford,  in  his  pre- 
face to  an  Improved  verfion  of  the  minor  prophets, 
tells  us,  p.  xvi.  '  One  defign  of  engaging  in  the 
'  prefent  arduous  province,     was  to  recommend 

*  and,  in  a  fmall  degree,  to  facilitate,  an  improved 
'  Englifh  verfion  of  the  fcriptures  ;  than  which 
'  nothing  could  be  more  beneficial  to  the  caufe 
«  of  religion,  or  more  honourable  to  the  reisn  and. 
'  age  in  which  it  was  patronifed  and  executed. 
'  The  reafons  for  its  expediency,  are,  the  mif- 
'  takes,  imperfecftions,  and  many  invincible  ob- 
'  fcurities  of  our  prefent  verfion  ;  the  acceffion  of 
'  various  helps  fince  the  execution  of  that  work  -, 
'  the  adv^anced  (late  of  learning  ;  and  our  emanci- 
'  pation  from  flavery  to  the  Maforetic  points,  and 
'  to  the  Hebrew  text  as  abfolutely  uncorrupt.' 
I  am  informed  alfothatDr.  White,  Laudian  pro- 
feffor  of  Arabic  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  has 
employed  every  argument,  v^hich  can  be  fuggefted 
by  a  found  judgement,  and  a  well  guided  zeal,  in 

a  fer- 
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a  fermon,  to  recommend  the  revifion  of  our  prefent 
verfion  of  the  Bible.  This  I  learn  from  '  Obfer- 
vations  &c.'  by  John  Symonds,  LL.D.  -,  a  work, 
which,  with  fome  others,  feems  to  hint,  that  the 
enlightened  among  the  laity  may  not  have  patience 
to  wait  for  ever  the  good  pleafure  and  dccifion  of 
the  clerical  order,  in  a  matter  of  fuch  vail  impor- 
tance to  all. 

Thefe,  my  lord,  are  perfons,  you  muft  be  well 
aware,  whofe  opinion,  efpecially  as  it  agrees  with 
that  of  bifhop  I.owth,  will  have  its  weight  with 
(perhaps)  an  undifccrning  public  •,  and  will  noc 
be  efteemed  in  general  to  originate  in  the  for -war  d- 
nefs  of  young  p'oficients  in  divinity.  Far  r'rom  ac- 
quiefcing  in  the  general  excellence  of  our  prefent  au^ 
ihorifed  tranfiaiion,  they  have  expreffed  themielves 
defirous  of  feeing  a  work  accomplilhed,  which 
might  be  called  an  entire  revifal,  if  not  anew  ver- 
iion  of  the  holy  fcriptiires.  Should  the  zeal  of 
the  nation  be  once  awakened  according  to  their 
prefcription,  i:  may  carry  men  to  atchieve  much 
more  than  can  be  implied  in  the  obvious  meaning 
of  a  cautious  correElion  of  particular  pe.ffages.  To 
prevent  the  licentious  profanation  that  may  arife 
from  undertaking  a  new  tranflation  of  the  Bible 
and  withdrawing  our  implicit  deference  from  that 
to  which  we  h^v^  from  our  cradle  been  accuftomed, 
it  becomes  y::.ur  lordlhip  to  exhibit,  if  noc  the  rea- 
fons  on  which  your  judgment  is  founded,  at  leaft 
the  individual  by  whom  it  is  patrcnifed  j  and  to 
explain  at  your  enfuing  vifitation,  what  you  left 
in  obfcurity  at  your  hril.  The  opportunity  that 
will  then  be  ^riven  you,  is  the  caufe  of  vour  beino- 
at  this  particular  featbn  addrelTed,  with  all  due 
refped:  and  humility,  by  your  lordfhip's  molt 
obedient, 

TERR^     FILIUS. 

POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

AS  my  prefent  addrefs  to  your  lordfliip  has 
abounded  with  cxtracls  from  the  works  of  others, 
I  will  take  the  liberty  of  fubjoining  one,  by  way 
of  poftfcript,  on  a  ditferent  iubjeft,  which  dees 
equal  honour  to  yourfelf,  and  to  the  underftanding 
and  integrity  of  the  very  great  author  from  whom 
it  is  taken.  At  your  next  vifitation  you  will  un- 
doubtedly adminifterthefacred  rite  of  confirmation. 
And  if  any  fentiment  of  mine  be  worth  adopting, 
I  could  willi  copies  of  the  quotation  to  be  circulated 
in  every  parifh  through  the  diocefe,  for  the  emo- 
lument of  a  moft  worthy  fet  of  men,  peculiar  ob- 
jt:6ls  of  vour  lordfliip's  humanity — the  officers  of 
t  le  fpiritual  court — that  the  principal  defign  of  the 
holy  ceremony  may  be  more  fully  comprehended  % 
and  that  the  catechumens  may  know  beforehand 
their  happinefs,  in  being  favoured  with  a  kind  of 
AuTO'l-ta,  or  beatific  vificn. 

'  It  was  obferved  by  one  of  the  wifefl  heathens^ 

*  that  if  virtue  could  aiTume  a  bodily  form,  fo  love- 

*  ly  would  be  its  appearance,  that  everyone  would 
'  be  captivated  with  it.     But  beautiful  as  imagi- 

*  nation  may  conceive  the  form  of  mere  virtue  to 

*  be,  was  it  not  your  lot  to  behold  a  much  more 
'  itriking,  a  m.uch  more  venerable,  and  more  cap- 
*■  tivating  fight  .^  Was  it  not  your  happy  privilege 
'  to   behold  piety  and  devotion  embodied  *  as  it 

'  were 

*  A  mofl.  fortunate  comparifon,  borrowed  from  the  oriental 
philofophy  (of  which  the  orthodox  have  ever  been  exceflivcly 
fond,  and  are  conftantJy  introducing  it  into  their  fyftems  of 
chriikdnity)  reprefeuting  his  lordihip  as  a  fuperior  intelli- 
.  oenee,  z. preexij}c?!t  fpirit  incarnate,  and  new  perhaps  in  3 
Jiate  of  humiliation  ' 
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were  in  a  human  form  ?  Did  you  not  behold,  if 
I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf  the  very  beauty  of  holi- 
nefs  *■  ?  Can  you  ever  recall  to  your  minds  the 
folemn  fcene  which  pafTed  in  yon  facred  place  -j- 
(and  let  me  befeech  you  frequently  to  recall  it  to 
your  minds,  let  me  mcreat  you  never  to  fufrcr  it 
to  be  blotted  out  of  your  m.emory,  nor  the  influ- 
ence of  it  to  beerafed  from  your  iiearts)  can  you, 
I  fay,  ever  recall  this  fcene  to  your  remembrance, 
and  not  feel  the  moft  profound  reverence  and  molt 
fervent  affection  for  genuine  piety  and  true  devo- 
tion ?  Can  you  think  of  their  winning  amiable- 
nefs  and  attractive  graces,  without  wiiliing,  with- 
out imploring  heaven,  that  the  fame  amiable  fpi- 
rit  may  fanctify  every  a6tion  of  your  lives,  every 
thought  of  your  hearts,  and  every  word  that  pro- 
ceedeth  out  of  your  mouths  ?  After  having  the 
happinefs  of  beholding  the  lliining  light  of  fuch 
an  example  ^  ,  fhould  you  notv.ithftanding, 
break  your  oaths,  how  complicated  would  be 

'  the 

*  The  peculiar  propriety  with  which  this  exprcHlon  is  ap- 
plied, appears  from  z  Chron.  xx.  21.  where  it  is  of  the  fame 
import  with  Jehoiiah.  The  Univerfity  of  Oxford ,  improving 
upon  John  xvii.  11.  addreffed  archbilhop  Laud,  whom  a  cer- 
tain prelate  of  thefe  days  propclcs  to  himfelf  as  a  model  for 
imitation,  by  the  title  of  lAojt  holy  Father.  Heylin,  p.  297. 
And  upon  the  opening  their  theatre,  called  its  founder,  Abp. 
Sheldon,  '  their  creator  and  redeemer,  for  not  only  having 
built  a  theatre  for  the  aft,  but,  which  is  more,  delivered  the 
bleffed  Virgin  from  being  fo  profaned  for  the  fature.'  The 
a£l  was  no  more  to  be  kept  In  St.  Mary's  Church.  Neale, 
Puritans,  ii.  GGc^.  410.      Thefe  r.re  Dr.  C — 'i  auihorities. 

f  '  The  chancel,  which  is  fhut  up  from  the  body  of  the 
church.'     "siu  (3s/?/7Xoi, 

\  The  fanftity  of  the  diocefan  is  Dr.  Cooper's  One  Great 
Argument,  by  which  he  recommends  a  holy  life.  And  yet  the 
doftor  does  not  v/ant  bread.  It  has  indeed  been  reported.^ 
that,  if  he  did, 

Mancipiii  locuphs  egct  arls  Cappadocum  i2f^. 
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«  the  crime  !    Flow   aggravated  the  punifliment  ? 

*  Then  would  you  rerxder  vain  the  fervent  prayer 
*■  cf  the  righteous  man  ;  and  though  the  apoftle  af- 

*  fures  us  that  it  avaikth  mueh^  yet  all  that  fervor 
'  with  which  he  petitioned  the  throne  of  grace  on 

*  your  behalf,  all  that  affectionate  zeal  with  which 

*  he  poured  out  his  benedidlion  on   your  heads, 

*  could  profit  you  nothing,  but  on  the  contrary, 

*  only  add  to  your  condemnation.'  Addrefs  toper- 
Jons  after  Confirmation,  by  Samuel  Cooper,  D.D, 
Miniiter  of  Great  Yarmouth.     Printed  1783, 
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